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do. In the ages of great architects, painters, or sculptors, these
were among the men of greatest capacity whom the time produced;
Leonardo was a great mathematician and discoverer in the sciences:

Rubens was an ambassador; Michael Angelo was everything__poet,

diplomatist, military engineer, as well as architect, sculptor, and
painter -, all were from their lives and circumstances obliged to be
men of great practical address and ability, as may be seen from the
life of such a man as Benvenuto Cellini. No such men now under-
take the artist career, even in the countries in which the so-called
arts are still honoured.

January 30.

When there is not time for real deliberation, it is generally safer
to act on our first thoughts than on our second. For the first
thoughts are likely to turn on the greater probabilities and more
important points of the case; the second on some minor matter
which qualifies and limits the former,

January 31.

A good practical idea, when once it has found anybody to stand
up for it, certainly spreads nowadays with wonderful rapidity.
When the India civil appointments were given up to competition,
any one could see that the principle would in time be extended
farther; but who would have expected that in the very next session
of Parliament the Government would bring forward a plan for
giving all the appointments in its own offices to the best-qualified
candidates ? Yet this, it seems, is to be the Queen's Speech this
evening. It is curious to speculate on the change which a few
years will make in English society, and even in English character, if
once preferment is to go by real or even apparent merit, and no
longer by favour.

February i.

Nothing impresses one with a more vivid feeling of the shortness
of life than reading history. The same man whom in one chapter
we found entering on his career as a warrior or statesman, a few
chapters farther on, when we are hardly aware of any lapse of time,
we find old and dying. Like the tinge of melancholy in all
biographies; the more we are interested in the hero, the sadder is
our foreknowledge of the inevitable fifth act. One good effect
follows from the dioramic passing before us of the long succession
of historical characters who have " strutted and fretted their hourt least with only as much as is needed for mastering the
